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Did you know that some com-
ponents of our Chicago Tran-
sit Authority 1–50 series cars, 
such as #40, #43, and #45, 
which were used during this 
past Santa’s Trolley Express, 
were recycled from Chicago’s 
famous “Green Hornet” street-
cars? It’s true! As streetcar 
service in the City of Chicago 
officially ended on June 21st, 
1958, most streetcars were be-
ing scrapped. As the Chicago 
Transit Authority was ordering 
its new 6000 series cars, many 
streetcars were being scrapped 
at the same time. The CTA saw 
a cost effective way to produce 
the new cars by incorporating 
some components from the re-
cently scrapped streetcars into 
these new rapid transit cars. 
By the time our “spam cans,” as 
they are sometimes referred to 
by fans and workers alike, were 
built in 1959, these streetcar 
parts were still being used in 
the construction of CTA rapid 
transit cars, so we do have some 




